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This is not just a guide ï

it is an invitation to lead

ÅPractical, industry -led resource to help embed nature-

positive and Country-centred approaches into design.

ÅDeveloped collaboratively with industry experts, 

researchers, designers and practitioners, it reflects 

shared knowledge and best practice.

ÅResponds to call for stronger nature outcomes  in the 

built environment from investors, clients, communities 

and regulators.

ÅBy adopting the Guide, organisations can help protect 

and regenerate ecosystems, support communities 

and deliver climate -resilient places.

ÅIntended for anyone involved in shaping the built 

environment.

ÅApplicable to both building and precinct -scale 

projects.

NATURE DESIGN GUIDE

ñ

Creek Restoration at Burôuda (Hanlon Park), Coorparoo, Brisbane
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SINGLE BUILDING EXAMPLEThe Guide equips projects to:

Å Respond to the biodiversity and climate crises by 

delivering nature-positive and Country-centred design 

solutions that also build climate resilience and store carbon.

Å Acknowledge responsibility to listen, learn and walk 

alongside First Nations peoples to ensure our actions 

support their ongoing connection to land, waters, cultures, 

languages and traditions. 

Å Respond  to increasing drivers, including:

Å Community expectations, market and investor forces

Å Industry leadership

Å Policy and regulatory shifts

Å Country and cultural connection

Å Deliver direct benefits and co -benefits for nature and 

people across the four nature realms - biodiversity, land, 

water and atmosphere.

DRIVERS FOR USING
THE NATURE DESIGN GUIDE

PRECINCT EXAMPLE
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How to navigate the guide:

What youôll
find inside
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INSIDE THE GUIDE YOU WILL FIND

PART 2: BEFORE DESIGN
Implementation guidance to help project teams to embed Country and Nature outcomes from the start.

PART 3 & 4: COUNTRY AND NATURE REALMS

ÅKey concepts including What is Country? What is Nature? Designing with Country, and the four 
nature realms of Land, Water, Atmosphere and Biodiversity.

ÅNature -based design element: what they are, how they work, the benefits they deliver and key 
design considerations.

ÅCase studies showcasing real-world examples and measurable benefits achieved through nature-
positive design.

PART 5: AFTER DESIGN

Guidance on allowances in design for construction and operation.

PART 6: DECISION-MAKING

A tool to help project teams access opportunities, weigh design considerations and make informed 
choices for stronger Country and Nature outcomes.
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To strengthen Country and Nature 

outcomes, the guide outlines an iterative, 

staged process that embeds these 

considerations as early as possible in the 

project lifecycle. It beings with a deep 

understanding of the project's contextual 

landscape and future potential for nature, 

then progresses to identifying opportunities 

and setting Country and Nature objectives 

and targets.

PART 2: BEFORE DESIGN:

EMBEDDING COUNTRY AND NATURE FROM THE START
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PART 3: COUNTRY AND PART 4: NATURE REALMS

KEY CONCEPTS

Key concepts for Designing with Country
and the four nature realms: Land, Water,
Atmosphere and Biodiversity

Each concept includes:

ÅAspiration: A high-level goal for that nature realm

ÅWhy it matters: Explanation of its importance to ecological function and human wellbeing

ÅDesign context: Integration with Country, community and broader ecological systems

ÅBenefits and co -benefits: Direct impacts and ecosystem services for nature and people

ÅDesign principles: Practical considerations to support successful delivery

ÅCombined impact: Opportunities to layer design elements for greater effect


